A PUBLIC-INTEREST DATA REPORT

The Arizona Road-Safety Report

Reported & computed by AZ Law Now

PLAIN ANSWERS ABOUT ARIZONA'S ROADS

ARIZONA'S CITIES AND COUNTIES, 2028 TO 2024 DATA YEARS 2020-2024 FREE TO READ, CITE & SHARE

AZ LAW NOW DATA REPORT

The Most Dangerous Cities in
Arizona

We ranked Arizona's cities and counties by how many people die on their

roads, per resident. Tucson, not Phoenix, came out furst.

traﬁic deaths per IO0,000 Tu

I'CSidCI’ltS ayear, 2020 tOo 2024.

WHO READS THE DATA

We read the crash record the way we read a
case: the people, the rate, and the pattern

underneath them.

AZ Law Now pulled the federal fatality record and the
Census population counts and computed the per-capita
traffic death rate ourselves, city by city and county by

county. It names no one and sells nothing. It just shows
#1 MOST DANGEROUS CITY IN ARIZONA.

#2 OF EVERY US CITY OF 500,008-PLUS. WD L

.« Tucson, not Phoenix, is the most dangerous city in

)
Arizona

We ranked Arizonas largest cities by how many people die on their roads, measured against how many people live
there. Tucson came out first, and it is not close. From 2020 through 2024, 675 people were killed on Tucson's

roads, a rate of 24.95 deaths per 100,000 residents a year.

DEATH RATE - RANK

#1

24.95

traffic deaths per 100,000

residents a year, 2020 to
2024. The highest of any
Arizona city.

Computed

- FARS + Census

PEOPLE KILLED

675

killed on Tucson's roads
across the five years, the
basis of the rate.

NHTSA FARS, 2020 to 2024

PHOENIX - FOR
SCALE

1775

Phoenix's rate. It records
more raw deaths, but per
resident Tucson is deadlier.

Computed - FARS + Census

Tucson tops every Arizona city over 100,000 residents.

AZ LAW NOW

DATA HUB

GILBERT - THE
FLOOR

5.46

Gilbert's rate. Tucson runs
more than four times as
high.

Computed - FARS + Census

Tucson is the most dangerous city in Arizona to drive

Traffic deaths per 100,000 residents per year, Arizona cities over 100k, 2020-2024
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5.46

Census ACS. Computed by AZ Law Now.
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Phoenix records far more deaths in raw numbers, 1,428 to Tucson's 675. But Phoenix holds roughly three times as many people, so

per resident Tucson is the deadlier city to be on the road in. We ranked every Arizona place above 100,000 residents, drawn

straight from Census population, not a list we hand-picked.

Computed from NHTSA FARS 2028 to 2824 (traffic fatalities) and US Census ACS 5-year population. Rate = five-year

death count over resident population, per 100,000 per year.

. Of every big US city, only Memphis is deadlier to drive

WE STATED THE UNIVERSE ON PURPOSE

rate. The same construction is applied identically to every city.

"Every Arizona city above 100,000 residents" is a transparent, rule-based set, drawn
straight from Census population, not a list we hand-picked to put Tucson on top.

Two honest caveats travel with the number. A death is counted where the crash
happened, so the figure captures commuter and through traffic, not only residents. And

itis a ﬁve—year cumulative count, so it reads about five times higher than a single—year

OUR ANALYSIS

Tucson's road toll is not only an Arizona problem. Set it against every large city in the country and it still rises

near the top. Of every US city with 500,000 or more residents, only Memphis is deadlier to drive than

Tucson.

NATIONAL RANK

H2

of about 35 US cities over

500,000 residents, ranked

by traffic deaths per
resident.

MEMPHIS - #1

3555

the only big city deadlier
than Tucson. Nowhere else in
the country comes higher.

Computed - FARS + Census

DETROIT - #3

21.95

sits just below Tucson's
24.95, the next big city down
the list.

Computed - FARS + Census

ALBUQUERQUE - #4

19.87
rounds out the worst handful

of large US cities to drive in.

Computed - FARS + Census

Computed - FARS + Census

Among genuine big cities, Tucson sits second in the
nation.

AZ LAW NOW

Of every big US city, only Memphis is deadlier to drive

Traffic deaths per 100,000 residents per year, US cities over 500k, 2020-2024

DATA HUB

Memphis 35.55

Tucson 24.95

Detroit 21.95

19.87

Albuquergue

Kansas City 18.18

Phoenix 17.75

Jacksonville 17.18

Dallas 17.10

Milwaukee 13.81

Houston 13.78
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Source: NHTSA FARS 2028-2024 + US Census ACS. Computed by AZ Law Mow.

We restrict the field to cities of 500,000-plus on purpose. It removes the small-place noise that makes a tiny town look deadly on
a handful of crashes, and it gives Tucson a fair, big-city peer set. Among genuine large cities, only Memphis is worse.

Computed from NHTSA FARS 2020 to 2024 and US Census ACS 5-year population. Every US place above 500,000 residents
is in the field.

s No big county loses more pedestrians per resident than
Pima

Move from the city to the county around it and the picture gets worse for the people most exposed, the ones on foot.

Across all 48 US counties with a million or more residents, Pima County, which holds Tucson, has the

highest pedestrian death rate per resident.

PEDESTRIAN RATE
Co-#1

4-57

pedestrian deaths per

100,000 residents a year,
tied for the highest of any
million-person US county.

SAN BERNARDINO MARICOPA - MID-
THE TIE PACK

454 351

a statistical dead heat with metro Phoenix's pedestrian
Pima, which is why we call it rate, well below Pima's in the
co-#1, not a solo lead.

DRIVE
MARICOPA

16.39

Pima's overall driving death
rate, about 22% above

PIMA VS

same ranking. Maricopa's 13.38.

Computed - FARS + Census Computed - FARS + Census Computed - FARS + Census

Computed - FARS + Census

Pima leads every million-person county for pedestrian

deaths.

AZ LAW NOW

No big county loses more pedestrians per resident

Pedestrian deaths per 100,000 residents per year, US counties over 1M, 2020-2024

DATA HUB
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Source: NHTSA FARS 2828-2824 + US Census. Computed by AZ Law Mow.
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A pedestrian in Pima County dies at a higher rate per resident than in any other major county in America, Maricopa included. The
county-to-county contrast carries into driving too: Pima is the 4th-deadliest big county in the nation to drive, and Maricopa
ranks 7th. The smaller, quieter-seeming metro is the more dangerous one.

Computed from NHTSA FARS 2020 to 2024 and US Census population. Every US county above 1 million residents is in
the field. Pima's 4.57 and San Bernardino's 4.54 are a statistical tie.

o« The toll spans the whole county and every way to travel

This is not one bad number hiding a safe city. Break Tucson's deaths down by how people were traveling, and it
ranks among the worst large cities in every mode. Map every fatal crash in Pima County and the danger

spreads across the whole county, not one corner.

Of all US cities above 100,000 residents, Tucson ranks #4
for cyclist deaths, #5 for motorcyclist deaths, and #8 for
pedestrian deaths per resident, 2020 to 2024. The danger

runs across every kind of traveler, not one.

Computed from NHTSA FARS 2020 to 2024 and US Census ACS 5-year population, US cities over 100,000 residents.

764 fatal crash sites, spread across the whole county.

AZ LAW NOW

The toll spans the whole county

764 fatal crash sites across Pima County and metro Tucson, 2020-2024

DATA HUB
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Source: NHTSA FARS 2@20-2@24. Mapped by AZ Law Now. Each dot is one fatal crash.

The 764 sites cluster densest along Tucson's major arterials and the 1-10 corridor, but they reach north to Marana and Oro Valley,
south to Sahuarita and Green Valley, and out into the rural stretches between. There is no single intersection to fix that would
move these numbers. The risk follows the road across the entire metro, which is why the per-resident rate, not any one location,
is the story.

Computed from NHTSA FARS 2020 to 2024, Pima County. Each point is a fatal crash location with mapped coordinates.

Put the findings together: the deadliest city in Arizona to drive, second in the nation among big cities, the
worst big county for pedestrians, and a danger that follows the road everywhere. The rate is the story.

WHAT THIS MEANS

Tucson and Pima sit inside one of the deadliest states to drive in the country.
Arizona records 1.73 traffic deaths for every 100 million miles driven, the 5th-
worst rate of any state and 29 percent above the national average. Knowing
where the risk concentrates, and that it is not where most people assume,

protects families and the public.

We read the record so you get answers.

QUESTIONS ABOUT ARIZONA'S ROADS? YOU GET ANSWERS

(602) 654-0202

s How we built this

METHODOLOGY

PRIMARY SOURCES ONLY WE COMPUTED THE RATES WE STATED THE UNIVERSE

Every figure traces to a named
federal dataset: NHTSA's FARS, the
federal record of every traffic death,
for the death counts (2020 to 2024),
the US Census Bureau's ACS 5-year
population estimates for the

The per-capita rates and the A ranking ships only with a

rankings are ours. A pedestrian, transparent, rule-based set. The
cyclist, or motorcyclist death uses Arizona-city ranking covers every
place above 100,000 residents, the
big-city ranking every US place
above 500,000, and the county

rankings every US county above 1

the federal person-type and vehicle-
body-type codes, counted at the
person level.

We divided the five-year death
count by the resident population, per

denominators, and the Federal
Highway Administration's vehicle- million. Pima's pedestrian lead is a

miles data for the per-mile state 100,000, applied identically to every tie with San Bernardino, so we

rate. We read the source, not the city and county. These are not

NHTSA-published figures.

report it as co-#1.
news write-up.

THE TWO CAVEATS WE WANT STATED PLAINLY

First, a crash is counted where it happened, so a city or county figure captures commuter and through traffic, not only
residents. Second, the rate is a five-year cumulative count over the resident population, so it reads about five times
higher than a single-year rate would.

The same construction is applied identically to every city and county, so each ranking is a fair like-for-like read. One
figure is measured at the state grain, not the city grain: Arizona's 1.73 deaths per 100 million vehicle-miles comes from
FARS deaths over FHWA vehicle-miles, and reconciles to the NHTSA-published national rate. The analysis reproduces

from the raw federal files, so any figure can be rebuilt from the record.

PROVENANCE LEDGER EVERY HEADLINE NUMBER

MEASURED read directly from a published dataset.

(L[ our calculation from the federal counts. VL3340 re-tested

against the omitted-place attack.

HEADLINE FIGURE PROVENANCE SOURCE

NHTSA FARS 2020 to 2024 + US Census ACS 5-year
population

Tucson #1 most dangerous Arizona city to drive - 24.95 per
100,000 - 675 killed, 2020 to 2024

COMPUTED

NHTSA FARS 20820 to 2024 + US Census (Arizona cities
over 100k)

Ahead of Phoenix (17.75) and Glendale (17.33), more than 4x
Gilbert (5.46)

COMPUTED

NHTSA FARS 2020 to 2024 (Phoenix, Tucson death
counts)

Phoenix more raw deaths (1,428) but lower per-resident
rate than Tucson

MEASURED

NHTSA FARS 2020 to 2024 + US Census (US cities over
500k)

Tucson #2 of every US city over 500,000 - only Memphis COMPUTED
(35.55) is deadlier

NHTSA FARS 2020 to 2024 + US Census; tie with San
Bernardino (4.54)

Pima co-#1 of all million-person US counties for pedestrian
deaths - 4.57 per 100,000

VERIFIED

NHTSA FARS 2020 to 2024 + US Census (Pima, Maricopa
counties)

Pima deadlier to drive than Maricopa - 16.39 vs 13.38 per
100,000 (about 22% higher)

COMPUTED

NHTSA FARS 2020 to 2024 + US Census (by travel
mode)

Tucson #4 cyclist, #5 motorcyclist, #8 pedestrian deaths
per resident, US cities over 100k

COMPUTED

NHTSA FARS 2020 to 2024, Pima County, mapped
coordinates

764 fatal crash sites mapped across Pima County, no single
corridor

COMPUTED

NHTSA FARS deaths over FHWA Highway Statistics 2022
(VMT)

Arizona 1.73 deaths per 100M vehicle-miles - 5th-worst
state - 29% above the US average

COMPUTED
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A pedestrian, cyclist, or motorcyclist death uses the NHTSA FARS person-type and vehicle-body-type codes, counted at the person level. Per-capita
rates and the rankings are computed by AZ Law Now from the FARS counts over US Census population denominators. They are not NHTSA-published
statistics.

Rates are a five-year cumulative death count over the resident population, per 100,000 per year, applied identically to every city and county. A
crash is counted where it happened, so a figure captures commuter and through traffic, not only residents. This report is public-interest data

journalism, not legal advice, and creates no attorney-client relationship.

(602) 654-0202

YOU GET ANSWERS

AZ Law Now

—— YOU GET ANSWERS

AZ Law Now reads Arizona's crash record, computes the rate, and
shows the work, so the public gets answers it can trust.


tel:+16026540202
tel:+16026540202

